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ARCHIBALD B. JACK

Archibald B. Jack was involved in the 1905 Revival. He was specially blessed at the 1910 Keswick Convention, and as a result offered himself for overseas missionary service. He went to study at the B.T.I., Glasgow in October 1910. He completed the two-year course there.

However, when James Scott left the Chapel to be the pastor of the New Prestwick Baptist Church in 1912, Jack was appointed in his place as assistant to the pastor on 6 September 1912, at a salary of £100 per year. For family reasons he did not go abroad. There are details of his welcome and testimony, and he took charge of the School of Bible Study.

Mr. Scott was succeeded by Mr. Archibald Jack, one of our own young men, and it surely says a great deal for his personal worth, for his gifts and for his graces, that he has taken up and carried on Mr. Scott's work with such acceptance and with such success.

He was unwell in August 1913. He had been troubled for some time with a growth on his neck, which his doctor advised should be removed. The operation in hospital was successful and he recuperated in Kirriemuir. He was back but still recuperating in September. He was called to the Irvine Baptist Church, after 13 months as assistant in Chapel. At his farewell meeting, on Monday 1st December 1913, he was presented with a Scofield Bible and a purse containing 20 sovereigns as a mark of appreciation and affection. ‘His stay with us has not been long, extending only over thirteen months, but during that time he has done good work, especially amongst the children and young people.’ His induction to the Irvine Baptist Church took place on Friday 12 December, when Mr. Kemp preached the induction sermon, from 1 Cor. 2. 2.

Mr. Jack has been promoted from Pastor's Assistant in this Church to a pastorate of his own in the Irvine Baptist Church.  While he was with us for less than a year, he won the regard of young and old, and contributed in no small degree to the success of our Church work during the year.  We said farewell to him with many good wishes for his success in the work in Irvine, to which he has been called.

He was called to the Wale Street Baptist Church in Cape Town, South Africa, in November 1914, but initially declined, feeling the claims of Irvine to be paramount; he went on a second invitation received at Christmas 1914. They wanted a man who believed in the pre-millennial return of the Lord, and who could direct young people in Bible Study. Joseph Kemp warmly commended him. He was now known as A. Bilsland Jack. His farewell message in the Chapel was on 11 July 1915, and details of his move and his opening ministry are given.

Reports are given of his work in Cape Town. A baby, Ella, was born on 15 June 1916. The church was then known as the Cape Town Baptist Church. There was a terrible influenza epidemic in the autumn of 1918, but the work of the church was encouraging.
 He initially declined a call elsewhere, but moved in 1920 to the Grahamstown Baptist Church, Cape Colony. There are full details of his farewell service from Cape Town on Sunday 23 May 1920, including unveiling of a war memorial.

He was in Edinburgh for holiday in 1922, spoke in the Chapel, and returned to Grahamstown. He sent the history of his church there. He was a pastor in Johannesburg from 1926-36. He visited Scotland in 1935, and on his return, moved to Bloemfontein, where he was a pastor until 1944..
 He was became (1944) an army chaplain to South African Forces in the Second World War.
 There are reports from South Africa, and he visited Edinburgh in May 1949, and spoke in the Chapel twice on Sundays and on Monday. He was unwell in 1956, but there was a letter from him for the Ter-Jubilee in 1958. He died in South Africa in 1963.
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